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EDITOR’S COMMENTS: 
This month’s newsletter has submissions from four different C.A.W.M.C. members. Seldom 


has this editor had such a wealth and variety of submissions to use. To all of these people I say 
a big ‘Thank You’ and hope that future newsletters can also reflect similarly, with articles from 
many of our members. 

Darryl Atchison, our CAWMC member living in Ireland has sent along an excellent article on 
the ‘Black Walnut’ wood from Montreal. I found this article extremely interesting as I’m sure 
others will too. Send along to me any reaction you might have to his article. Norm Belsten was 
able to get as good a picture, of the wood, as possible for inclusion with Darryl’s article. It was 
good to see Darry] at this past summer’s C.N.A. convention in Windsor, Ontario. 

Our immediate Past President, Ear! Salterio has also submitted a thought provoking ‘Letter to 

Bi: Editor’ to which I really hope people will respond. Earl invites you to respond so let’s hear 
your thoughts on this. I know his letter sparked much discussion at a recent Southern Ontario 
Chapter of CAWMC meeting that I recently attended. Send along your e-mails, postcards or 
notes of reaction to me or to our President Norm Belsten. 

Lou and Yvonne Vesh were able to attend the ‘Wooden Money Traders’ show recently held in 
Vienna, Ohio and his ‘My Wooden Nickel’s Worth’ write-up on page 3 talks about it. I have 
attended a similar show like this in past years and wished I could have attended again this year, 
but a family vacation got in the way of that. It is to be hoped that more Canadian collectors can 
see fit to attend this show in the future as there certainly are lots of woods available there. 

Jerry Remick again continues to provide me with material, and his short article on special 
occasion woods is on pages 2 and 3. Jerry can always be counted on to provide me with 
material relating to our ‘wood’ hobby. Thanks to all of these people and now let’s hear from 
you. 


SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL: 

It’s that time of year once again, to look after this task. Enclosed with this newsletter is a 
renewal form to help you more easily expedite this yearly job. Renewal information is on the 
form and also at the bottom of page 2 of each newsletter. Membership Chairman, Al Munro is 

. always pleased when renewals come in early. 


CHRISTMAS WOODS: If you are getting one made this year, send a copy of it along to me so 
it can be shown in a future newsletter. Thank you. 


NOV. 2003 TIMBER TALK Page 2 


SPECIAL OCCASION WOODS FROM CANADA WIDE WOODS: 
by Jerry Remick @ 

Canada Wide Woods has available, ‘woods’, for any special occasion such as a wedding, a 
wedding anniversary, a birthday etc. One such wood is a ‘country heart’ in maple wood 
approximately 2 4 inches wide and nearly % inch thick. Printing can be done on these woods 
on only one side or on both. A magnet can be placed on the reverse of a uniface wood, if 
desired, so that the wood can be affixed to a metal surface such as a refrigerator. Generally the 
printing is done on only one side and done in one of the many bright foil colours available, 
applied by the hot stamped process. 

Larry Walker, of Canada Wide Woods will design the wood for anybody providing they send 
him the data and details of the order. 

The cost of one hundred ‘country heart’ woods is $78.00 Canadian or $54.00 U.S. Two 
hundred woods would cost $112.00 Canadian or $85.00 U.S. Magnets are an additional $.07 
Canadian each. Postage is extra. 

For further details contact Canada Wide Woods Gadshill, Ontario, Can. NOK 1JO or 
telephone (519) 271 — 3352. 

Editor’s Note: The bottom of page 3 has some samples of recently issued ‘Special Occasion’ 
woods by Canada Wide Woods. The ‘country heart’ is one of those shown. 
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CAWMC OFFICERS FREE WOOD OF THE MONTH 
President: NORM BELSTEN a 
Vice-President: DAVE GILLESPIE Mien eT 1a 
Secretary-Treasurer and Membership Chairman: re a 'O i. a 
AL MUNRO pee e: a ay, O 
Past-President and Chairman of the Board of Governors: | & CANADIAN D => RYAN 2) 
EARL SALTERIO IDOL t MALCOLM 
Elected Members of the Board of Governors: wy 
BOB BROWN, RUSSELL BROWN, KS #1 “2 of ai 
WAYNE GILLCASH, LOU VESH Yr SARS acs : 


THE BES 


JAMES WILLISTON. 


APPOINTED OFFICERS 


This month’s free wood has been provided, 


pie aged erp omens ade for all our membership, by CAWMC 
Fund Raiser: LOU VESH 
Ree inatnn “ATS MUNRO member Edward MacPherson of Sydney, 
Nova Scotia. 
DUES: Membership dues in the Canadian Association of As I understand it, the wood is to recognize 
wooden Money Collectors are: the fact that in the Canadian Idol contest 
Canadian Residents: $10.00 Canadian Funds held, (a TV program that this Editor did not 


United States Residents: $10.00 U.S. Funds watch) a person named Ryan Malcolm came 
International Members Rate (outside of Canada and out the winner. 


U.S.): $20.00 Canadian Funds i : : , 
Youth (16 years of age and under): $5.00 The wood is a light metallic blue in colour 


on both sides. 
‘Thank you’ Edward for this wood 
donation. 


Dues paid to Mr. Al Munro, Box 2643 Stn. ‘M’, Calgary, 
AB, Canada T2P 3C1 
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2 MY WOODEN NICKEL’S WORTH 0000s by Lou Vesh 


The first wooden money swap meet of the newly formed Penn-Ohio 
Wooden Money Collecters (POWMC) was held on Saturday, September 20/03 in 
Vienna, Ohio. This club has evolved from the ashes of the Penn-Ohio Wooden 
Money Traders (POWMT). The venue of this years meet is much the same as 
those of the earlier club meets of the past. Same church, same time of year, 
and, for the most part, same faces. 

The gathering doesn’t usually draw in a lot of people off the street, and this 
year was no exception. It was, however, well attended by woodies. There were 
collectors from Kansas, Kentucky, Missouri, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and 
yours truly from Ontario. It’s such a great opportunity to meet with old friends, 
and make new ones. The tables were loaded with woods, mostly American of 
course, but lots of Canadian timber too. Surprisingly, | picked up several old 
Canadian woods that | lacked in my collection. 

The club executives are working hard to organize and keep this group alive 
and vital to the hobby. I'd say they are succeeding. In light of this, | would like 
nothing better than to see a “truckload” of Canadian woodies attend next year's 


gathering. It’s not that long a drive and it could be a fun and rewarding excursion. 
(fille: Nworth65) 
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RECENTLY ISSUED ‘SPECIAL OCCASION’ WOODS FROM CANADA WIDE WOODS: 
-Continued from top of page two 
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FAMILY TIES RESTAURANT 

340 10th Street East 
~“372-1520 

Fat In or Take Out 


pink 


Uniface 


NOV. 2003 TIMBER TALK Page 4 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
Dear Editor: 
Enclosed is a musing from the Past President 2002/2003/EJS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

From time to time, for several years, the following has kept coming to mind, 
never so much so, as when I took over the Presidency of C.A.W.M.C. from 
my dear friend Lou Vesh in 2002. I always pushed the matter into my mind’s 
recesses, as I knew one day I’d be President provided the membership 
accepted me as such. Had I brought this matter to the fore before now, I took 
the chance of being accused of being “self seeking” or “self serving”, which 
in no way is my intention. 

Now to the point I bring forth to you, Mr. Editor, to the current President, 
Officers of the Association and more importantly to you the general 
MEMBERSHIP!!! When the President leaves office after his ‘tour of duty’ 
regardless of how long that ‘tour’ is, he gets, if he’s lucky, a murmured 
“thank you”. Golly, he doesn’t even get a ‘free’ breakfast. Is this any way 
to treat a person who has served the Association well over a period of 
years as President? 

As I said, when I took over the Presidency from Lou Vesh, I truly felt 
embarrassed to merely offer my Thanks and the Thanks of the membership 
for a job well done. In my opinion, Lou was deserving of better than that, 
as were many of his predecessors. J know of very few numismatic & 
associations, at least those to which | belong or belonged, who do not 
present a small tangible memento to the outgoing President. Why does 
the C.A.W.M.C. do less? 

We have several talented members and folks who are very capable in 
designing ‘Woods’. Could someone not design an inexpensive suitable 
for framing 5 X7 inch or 8 X 10 inch “Wooden Plaque” say of balsa wood 
“In Appreciation” and the ‘name of recipient’ along with ‘years of tour of 
duty’? I’m certain this would be appreciated by the recipient that he/she 
could retain in his/her numismatic archives. 

Inasmuch as this suggestion, if accepted, would not likely be retroactive, 
I’ve no axe to grind. I’m looking at the future of the Association and at those 
who serve in the Presidential Chair. | ask the membership to write the 
Editor or the President in support of this suggestion. I ask the President and 
Officers to take appropriate action now, don’t place it on the back burner for 
future discussion, because those things seem to burn up with no results. 

I thank you all for taking your valued time to read this well intentioned 
epistle. 

Sincerely, Earl J. Salterio, F.C.N.A.; F.C.N.R.S. 
C.A.W.M.C. President 2002/2003 
Chairman of Board of Governors 


NOV. 2003 TIMBER TALK Page 5 


LEROUX’S “BLACK WALNUT” - A NEW MYSTERY 


& By Darryl Atchison 


Practically every collector of Canadian wooden money will have heard of the famous “Black 
Walnut’, I’m sure. For those of you who haven’t, however, here is the low-down on this historic 
wooden commemorative. 

Fortunately, we can quote directly from the horse’s own mouth on this as LeRoux published 
an article in the Canadian Antiquarian: Vol. 9, no. 2 (April 1880), pages 78 — 79. 


According to LeRoux, he had exclusive rights to issue numismatic commemorative souvenirs 
for the Dominion Exhibition held in Montreal in September of 1880. Accordingly he issued 
LeRoux 1504 in several different metals as well as in wood. LeRoux says that he ordered 500 
black walnut blanks — hence the moniker we use today for these pieces — but struck only 50 
pieces as the blanks were very brittle and kept cracking under the weight of the dies. Yes, that’s 
right, dies. LeRoux used coinage dies to strike these woods so that the design would be raised 
just like on any regular coin or medal. 

So we know that he struck 50 pieces and that some of the 500 blanks were destroyed during 
production. He does not tell us, however, what happened to these remaining blanks. 


Now for a real-blockbuster. The new Charlton catalogue entitled, “Canadian Exhibition, Fair 
and Carnival Medals” published in 2001, lists two further varieties of this token which have 
thus far gone unnoticed by wooden money collectors. Strangely using the prices quoted for all 
three varieties, one would automatically assume that these two previously unknown varieties 
(dated 1881 and 1882) are as common - relatively speaking — as the 1880 type. Of course, this 
simply cannot be true. I contacted Bill Cross, the publisher, to see if he could track down the 
source of his information and he promised me he would. But this could take some time and I 
thought I would share my ideas on this with our membership, in the meantime. 


I am going to play devil’s advocate here and take two opposing positions. 


Position 1: 
The two new varieties DO NOT exist!!! Enough said. 


Position 2: 

We know that LeRoux had a large quantity of blanks remaining from his 1880 issue and it is 
highly improbable that he discarded these as there would have been no financial gain in doing 
so. 

We also know that LeRoux did indeed strike later-dated medals which can be relatively easily 
obtained through the right sort of channels — ie. Specialist dealers or medal auctions. 

Therefore, let’s assume that LeRoux had the altered dies for the later strikes and that he used 
some (and I believe this must have been an EXTREMELY small number — possibly as few as 
one or two but certainly not much more) of the blanks” on __ hand. 
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LEROUX’S “BLACK WALNUT” - continued from page 5 


Why were these pieces struck? one 
might ask. Well, we know that LeRoux 
was responsible for many different issues 
of medals as well as tokens, although he 
certainly didn’t produce the vast majority 
of these himself. Nonetheless, he did have 
a commercial interest in producing new 
(and supposedly rare) numismatic Masago rap 
material for collectors to purchase. Remember — were was a tease a: a dealer 
foremost. He made his livelihood by selling things to collectors. 

His mis-adventures in 1880, however, possibly convinced him that producing more varieties 
on a large scale for future exhibitors was simply not viable as the effort was not worth the 
results. It is, however, possible that he may have struck one or two pieces from these later dies 


for one of two purposes: 
1) to keep for himself for simple posterity; or 


2) to sell on to an unsuspecting collector a new and previously unreported rarity even if they 
had just been produced. Of course, he may not have sold these pieces but he may also have 
passed them on to important collectors of his day whom he was particularly friendly with. I 
would not venture to suggest any possible names although there were, of course, many 
prominent collectors in the Montreal area. 


This, however, leaves us with the $64,000 question. Where are these later-dated tokens? If 
they exist, we should certainly have expected them to be reported by now. 

Given that both Ferguson and Bowman had an interest in wooden tokens — at least to a limited 
extent — and that there have been many exceptional collections formed in the last fifty years 
especially, it seems unreasonable that these pieces would not have surfaced in a report or 
catalogue somewhere. 

Nonetheless, stranger things have been known to happen. Just last year, a previously 
unknown banknote produced by Isaac Coffin for the Magdalen Islands c1815 surfaced at an 
auction in London, England. This was over 185 years after it was produced! 

Perhaps, these pieces are sitting in the Bank of Canada collection — unrecognized by what 
they are. Or — more likely — they could reside in a (non-wooden money) collection most likely 
in Quebec and the owner simply chooses not to disclose their existence. Either of these is 


possible. 

Of course, I don’t know the answer to this mystery and you will have to decide for yourself 
what you believe. 

Personally, I believe the first argument — that no such pieces exist. Everyone who owns a Po 


“Black Walnut”, however, should take a second look at their specimen to verify the date. Who 
knows — you might have an even rarer piece than you presently believe. 


